
A
CA

D
EM

IC C
O

U
N

CIL O
N

 TH
E U

N
ITED

 N
A

TIO
N

S S
YSTEM

 

The A
cadem

ic Council on the U
nited N

ations System
 w

as created in 
1987. A

s stated in-
its By-Law

s, the Council is "an intern
ational associa­

tion of scholars, teachers, practitioners, and others w
ho are active in the 

w
ork and study of international organizations." They share a "profes­

sional interest in encouraging and supporting education and research 
w

hich deepen and broaden our understanding of international coopera­
tion." In im

plem
enting its goals, "the Council focuses special attention 

on the program
s and agencies of the U

nited N
ations system

 and other 
inter-govern

m
ental and non-governm

ental organizations." 
The adm

inistration of the Council is the responsibility of a Board of 
D

irectors elected by the m
em

bers at the annual m
eeting. The Board, like 

the overall m
em

bership, is international in character. The headquarters 
is located at Brow

n U
niversity's Thom

as J. W
atson Jr. Institute for Intern

ational Studies. There is also a liaison office at the Ralph Bunche 
Institute on · the U

nited N
ations at the G

raduate Center of the City 
U

niversity of N
ew

 York. 
The Council has a num

ber of ongoing program
s, including research 

and policy w
orkshops, an annual m

eeting, training events, sum
m

er 
sem

inars for younger scholars and practitioners, dissertation and pre­
dissertation aw

ards program
s, and an internet service. 

The Council m
aintains close w

orking relationships w
ith the U

nited 
N

ations secretariat, notably the O
ffice of the Secretary-G

eneral, the 
Training Service of the O

ffice of H
um

an Resources M
anagem

ent, and the 
substantive departm

ents of political affairs, hum
anitarian affairs, and 

peacekeeping operations. Global Governance: A Review of Multilateralismand International Organizations began publication in W
inter 1995, in 

cooperation w
ith the U

nited N
ations U

niversity. A
ll m

em
bers receive a 

subscription to this refereed journ
al as part of their m

em
bership fe s. 

The Council also m
aintains contact w

ith its m
em

bers through a series of 
Inform

ational M
em

oranda as w
ell as publications that result from

 its 
program

 activities. 
A

 principal goal is to strengthen the study of intern
ational organiza­

tions as they increase in num
ber, activity, com

plexity, and im
portance in 

international relations. The program
 developed by the Council is 

designed to prom
ote research, prepare new

 teaching m
aterials, prepare 

the specialists of the future, and create strong ties betw
een officials in 

intern
ational organizations and scholars in colleges and universities. 

Individual and institutional m
em

bership are open to applicants from
 

all countries. The Ethics of Globalism by 

D
onald J. Puchala 

The 1995 John W
. H

olm
es M

em
orial Lecture 
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o. 3 
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